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Family Circus Children's Ministry Update 
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“What Great Trust”

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------
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Hello again friends,
 
This past Sunday during the services, we resumed the dental ministry. There was a two month hiatus due to moving into the tent and not having an area prepared for the dental care. The kids were so thankful to be able to get their teeth pulled.
 
We have a few basic rules: 

Adults have to attend services for a minimum of two months before they can have free dental care.

file_6.jpg

	
file_7.wmf



	The shorter children receive treatment first before taller people--and that includes adults. Only if there is time after the children do we care for the adults. As a result we rarely treat adults. This is based on the observation that adults seem to find a way to get dental treatment if it’s hurting, while the children often have to suffer without it.


	Children receiving free dental care have to be brave and at least 5 years old. This means quiet tears are OK but not loud crying or fighting the dentist or else they are invited to wait and come back for treatment when they are really ready. We do provide anesthesia, it cost us about $50 each week. (Dental depends upon donations.)

 
When the dental work is done the children receive a luxury gift: a toothbrush and toothpaste. Also they are weighed to determine if they are malnourished. 1,943+ of our children attending services are malnourished and qualify to receive multivitamins and two pounds of rice to supplement the food they receive at home (if they have a home). 5,000 children in our town are street kids. :-(
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Last year we treated more than 2,000 kids to free dental. We look forward to having a bakery and restaurant operating next year where complete meals will be available with no charge to malnourished children who are attending services and learning about God’s love for them.
 
As I watched the children receive the shots and have teeth extracted, what great trust they demonstrated to our volunteer licensed dentists that donate their time each week to help the kids.
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Someone asked me, “Do the large numbers attend Family Circus (now almost 5,000 a week) because of what they receive?” 

The answer is ‘Yes’ & ‘No’ It’s not really that simple. In the Scripture it records that Jesus was accused of the same thing, 
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They said that the crowds flocked to Jesus because of the free food. So if this is the case then I’d say we are in good company. 

Yet there is another spin to my answer: 
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Do children stay in their home because they receive food, or because there is love? 

Do poor children stay away from many churches because their needs are not being met or they are not wanted? 

If we have the crowds of people coming because of what we give the needy children, why don’t more churches give more to the children? 

I believe children and their families like coming to Family Circus because they know: 

	We love them. 


	The services are interesting and not boring.


	We do our best to meet felt needs. 


	If they are hungry they can find something to eat, like hot bread rolls and juice. 

If they are hurting, we try to help. Example: the first aid line. 

	If they have a problem, we pray and counsel with them.


	If they are lonely, they can receive a hug and a smile.


	If their sandals are falling apart and if we have an extra pair, we’ll give them a replacement pair. 

 
The bottom line…They trust us…. 

And for one young teenager it was obvious from her smile that she could sing the song “All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth…” and really mean it. She did not ask us for teeth, but we will do our best to help make it happen by taking her to the dentist to replace the missing two front teeth.

In it for the King & His kids,

Darrell & Sandy Blatchley

Web Site: We have several new posts at our site, with pictures for our email updates. Check them out on-line when you have time www.familycircuscm.org

Let us know what you think. Thanks!!
-----------------------------------------------------

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html

For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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Family Circus Children's Ministry
PO Box 211 
Payette, ID 83661

-OR-

Darrell & Sandy Blatchley
Family Circus Children’s Ministries
PO Box 80542
8000 Davao City, PHILIPPINES

Email: familycirucs@agmd.org
Telephone: 63.82.226.8065
Cell Phone: +63.82.919.830.0919
Web site: www.familycircuscm.org
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