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Family Circus Children's Ministry Update 
Volume 5, No. 25, June 20, 2005

"Awful colors"

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


Few of us like change. We get comfortable with the way things are, and when they change without our input we can get unhappy. That seems to be human nature especially the older we get. Yet, unless we are comfortable with the way things are we MUST change. 

We have planted a church on an island in the South Pacific, in a town of 1.5 million people. After 3 1/2 years the church’s weekly attendance is nearly 3,500. 
We now have seven services held in a room about 8 meters wide X 13.5 meters long. (For those unfamiliar with meters, it is slightly longer than a yard.) We often crowd in over 600 per service. There is no air conditioner and each service lasts up to 2 hours. 
It's hot, we are just a few degrees off the equator but more people are coming every week. Yes it's a problem, we resist adding services, until we have to. We get tired, (twenty on our ministry team, after ten hours a day of giving, high impact ministry, we sleep well at night.
 
The pastor of a small country church rubbed elbows with me a little too long and began to see that our vision to reach lost children was what their church needed. The pastor then began to propose and implement some changes in their church putting children high on their priority list including using our curriculum... with some interesting opposition. 
A few weeks later, a father from that church asked me, "Did you see the colors the ladies painted the church fellowship hall?" 
I replied, "Yes." He asked, "Do you like it?" 
Before I could reply, the father continued, "I don't! Those colors are awful! They don't belong in a church" 
I replied, "I think they've done an excellent job, making the room bright and attractive. What do your kids think of the colors and the room?" 
He replied, "Every since they painted it my sons don't want to leave the church The father concluded...I guess I'm going to have to learn to like those awful colors."

If you want something you've never had, you must do something you've never done.
That father wants his kids to know Jesus and to enjoy going to church. For his kids, it had never happened before... he was willing to change. Is your church in need of a change?
In it for the King & His kids,
Darrell & Sandy Blatchley


PS: We returned to the Philippines in April 2005. Our immediate plans are to build a new church for the poor children and their families. We are under negotiations for the purchase of property in the heart of the slums. When the title is cleared we will begin building. 

Your financial assistance is welcome. For more information contact us.  

Due to the growth and needs of the ministry we had a shortened furlough and were not able to visit some of our supporting churches and friends.

We pray that you will continue to hold us up in prayer and support as we remain involved in doing our Father's work. 

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html

For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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