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Family Circus Children’s Ministry Update
Volume 299 No. 38, September 17, 2007

“Test Run In the Tent”

By Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia’s Little Ones

------------------------------------------------------------


Hello again friends,
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A young man we'll call Dow, age 10, was at the very first service in the Family Circus tent with about 4,000 others in the standing-room-only service. It was very hot! As we stood to sing it took my breath away. 

I understand each person = the heat of about a one hundred watt light bulb. 4,000 people = 4,000 one hundred watt bulbs all in close proximity. Wow... 

It reminded me of scuba diving with insufficient air--not a comfortable feeling. It did improve when they sat down as the sides of the tent were rolled up and some air was able to circulate. By next week hopefully we can purchase some fans, and maybe someday a swamp cooler. 
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Dow did very well sitting through the service, even though he's mentally challenged. After the service he came over to Sandy for a big hug. He stood next to where she was sitting and ran his fingers through her beautiful big red hair. (The danger in that is inheriting the kids' head lice, but she loves the kids too much to refuse them.) Sandy used her cloth to wipe his mouth. He always drools, and the front of his shirt is constantly wet. The first time Dow wanted to kiss my cheek I had to ignore its moistness. He’s a neat kid. 
 
We have 5,000 children that live on the streets of our town and many call Family Circus their church. When Sandy and I walk along the streets these kids don't come running to beg from us, they come running for a hug, which we are quick to give them. 
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Dow is one of them. He can often be found standing silently out in the street at a busy intersection. The people in their cars stopped at the red light look out at the little child drooling and gazing vacantly in their window. Most will try to ignore him, but some take pity and roll the window down to press a coin into his hand. He has enough street smarts to know that this can help him buy food to live. 
 
I confess that six years ago we did not plan to start a church. We were here in the Philippines to assist and train the national Church. When the kids began to follow us into local churches, they were refused entrance due to their numbers (60 of them at the time) and their poverty. We did our best to find them a church to call home. 

When we sought permission from the church, the #1 response from pastors was, "We do not have space for that many extra kids," and #2, "We don't do kids ministry--there's no money in it." We searched without success to locate a church that would receive them. In the meantime we held Sunday School for them each week at McDonald's. 

After three months we outgrew McDonalds with 120 kids. We transferred to a small rented building where in six years we grew to our current attendance averaging 3,500 each week in six services in a space the size of some churches' platforms. 
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Saturday, for our test run in the tent, we had 4,000+ Family Circus church members in attendance (including the 1,200+ adults). The tent was too crowded. 

Next week we recognize that we must start multiple services. One service will be Saturday 9 AM, and then another one Sunday 9 AM. We anticipate that once again we will likely have the same challenge--over crowding--in both services. 

There is a multitude of kids and their families living in close proximity of our tent. They want to come to church but could not unless we add services for them. 

The area surrounding the tent is called "The Muslim Friendship Village." Many of our neighbors are already faithful members of Family Circus Church, and they were happy to have us move into their neighborhood. 
 
Please keep us in your prayers as we work through the growing pains, bringing to Jesus this multitude of children and their families. Matthew 19:14. 
 
In it for the King & His kids,
 
Darrell & Sandy Blatchley & the Family Circus Children's Ministries team
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Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org


We pray that you will continue to hold us up in prayer and support as we remain involved in doing our Father's work.

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html


For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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Family Circus Children's Ministry
PO Box 211 
Payette, ID 83661
or 
Family Circus 
PO Box 80542
8000 Davao City 
PHILIPPINES





