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“God’s Suggestions – No Offense Intended”

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


Hello again friends,
Our priority is to work with the children, to introduce them to Jesus, who saves them from the effects of sin (breaking God’s laws) which destroys. Hell is an unpopular subject and an eternal destination for sinners that no one in their right mind would ever desire visiting. 
Something has been troubling my spirit. 
This country and the world we live in treat the law as if it were a suggestion. I can at least in part understand that mindset when the law enforcers here often do not even know the laws themselves, and some are simply out to increase their income. How else can a law enforcer with, say, a $2000 annual salary drive a Mercedes? 
Monday, my friend Glenn was riding his motorcycle with his son, and was pulled over by a policeman for breaking the law. The policeman said it was illegal to have a child under the age of six as a passenger on a motorcycle. Glenn asked, “Please, could you tell me where the rules are so that I can get a list of them and avoid any more violations? The traffic officer said, “Yes, go down the block to the Traffic Office.” 
Together (at Glenn’s invitation) they went, and after two hours they were finally able to locate the laws for motorcycles. The head of the traffic division showed them the laws, and when Glenn asked where it stated that a child under six was illegal as a passenger, the official turned and reprimanded the policeman. There was no such law. 
The head officer asked why the policeman was enforcing a law that didn’t exist. He replied, “Because my captain said that it was the law, and we were to enforce it.” The head officer then told the policeman to inform his captain of the truth. 
“What is the truth?”
It’s unsettling, when it comes to God’s laws, that we who say we love God and plan to spend a long time with Him treat His laws as if they were “God’s suggestions.” If in doubt, go to the Book and read it for yourself. When we face the Judge, we will learn the truth of the saying, “Ignorance is not an acceptable defense.” 
For example, I’ve never heard a Hindu say, “Holy Cow.” Nor have I heard a Buddhist say in jest, “Oh Buddha.” Nor have I heard a Muslim swear and flippantly say, “Oh, Allah.” It may happen, but if it does, it must be very rare. BUT when it comes to God’s people, including those who call themselves teachers, I’ve heard repeatedly the words spoken loudly or written in vain, “Ooh God, Oh Gosh, Oh Jeez, OMG." Is ignorance an acceptable excuse for breaking laws of the land or God’s. 
My friend, Glenn received no ticket because there was no law against a child under six being a passenger on a motorcycle. He was innocent.
Call me old fashioned, but my mom (who’s in heaven now) would still be willing to wash my mouth out with soap if she caught me using God’s name in vain. Ivory soap never tasted good, and it got the point across with no permanent damage. 
I learned to value my words as a child. Now I ponder, “When was it that God wrote the “Ten Suggestions?” I still haven’t found them in His book, the Bible. 
When we teach the children to honor God and to follow His commandments, that includes not using His name in vain. It’s unsettling when all around I see ‘God fearing adults' setting the wrong example.
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In it for the King & His kids,
Darrell & Sandy Blatchley
PS I read an excellent blog on the same topic, http://theologyworks.blogspot.com/2008/07/cussing-why-is-it-wrong.html. The law of gravity works even if we can fly. God placed the law there for a reason, and that was to bless and protect us. When we break the law we do so at our own expense. Personally I’d rather not… 
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Web Site: We have several new posts at our site, with pictures for our email updates. Check them out on-line when you have time www.familycircuscm.org

Let us know what you think. Thanks!!
-----------------------------------------------------

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


	http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html
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