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-----------------------------------------------------------
Family Circus Children's Ministry Update 
Volume 5, No. 35, September 7, 2005

"Clowns.. No!"

by Darrell Blatchley
Missionary to Asia's Little Ones
------------------------------------------------------------


A nine year old child gave me a tight hug. As she leaned against me she sobbed quietly. Her mother was hurting, the child's father has TB and is dying in their squatter shack. 

As his life is coming to an end, he often approaches the abyss of violent insanity. It's no wonder the young girl doesn't know how to handle all the pain that surrounds her. 

I had no answers, just a tight hug for several minutes and a prayer that our Lord would be close to her. Did it solve all her problems? No. 

But knowing there is Someone who cares, helps the pain to diminish. 

Is that all we can do? No! Sandy and I will actively go out of our way to help this family, one of hundred's that attend Family Circus each week. 

Not long ago I was in a small church that was considering a major shift in their churches method of ministry. They were responding to our challenge to place children as their priority. 

In the process of change, their church building began to look definitely child friendly. Walls were painted bright colors, and just looking at the room brought a smile to my face... 

BUT some of the people resisted the changes and refused to have clowns involved in ministering to their kids saying, "There is no biblical principles to support having clowns in the church." They went on to state that Hollywood had done a movie where the clowns were doing evil acts so, 'NO' they would not allow drawings and even clowning in the church. 

I find it sad, how churches can be so WRONG in their quest to be RIGHT. If you think about their method of deciding, you'll wonder how they ever decide to 
do anything. "What good thing hasn't the devil tried to corrupt?"

FACTS:

1. The word clown, originates from the word 'clod' (dirt). God created man out of the dust of the ground... could it have been a dirt clod? (Gen. 2:7)

2. Original clowns were called (Court) Jesters. Their duty was to serve their king. The king would call on the service of his Jester to bring a touch of joy to a meeting or time when events had caused the king to be depressed or concerned. A Jester entertaining people had the task of making them smile and make them happy. 

A godly clown has the task of serving his King, they are to bring joy to others. (Luke 2:10b)

3. The clowns face is a base of white. The white represents death. Death to his self and living to serve the needs of others. A clown does not do it to make himself
laugh but to bring joy to others. This also represents what a Christian is to become. (I Peter 2:24)

4. A clown plays the part of a fool. Apostle Paul says, "We are fools for Christ..." (I Cor. 4:10) 

I would say to that church, "They have missed the point."  We do not bring clowns into our church to promote evil. We bring clowns into our church as a tool to attract and
lead children to Christ. God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. (I Cor. 1:18)

Our church walls are covered with the colorful hand prints of thousands of kids who have placed their hand on the wall and had their hand print traced onto the wall, after they committed their lives Jesus. Those thousands are now traveling the path of eternal life. 

By the way, the small church that said, "Clowns have no biblical basis... need to reexamine their theology. "They may discover why they are small."

As Paul states, "I have become all things to all (kids) men that by all possible means I might 
save some." I Cor. 9:22)

Praise Report:
We're are thankful for the answer to prayer that Vincent (and 2 brothers) and his mother Gina will soon be relocated in a home that will not be demolished. Funds have been given and committed to rent them a home in a more stable location. We will continue to help Vincent to receive medical treatment to recover the use of his hand. (See former email update).

Current Needs:

We are preparing the new property for the future home of the Family Circus Children's ministry. The area is about 1,800 square meters. The property needs fill dirt to raise it 
at least one meter above the current height as well as to fill in the depressed areas in order to help prevent future flooding. That's about 3,600 cubic meters at about $4 per 
cubic meter. 

We welcome assistance on this project. Estimated cost for building the church is $300,000. We are looking for families, individuals, and or churches that would like to join with us. 300 contributions of $1,000 each would help this to become a reality. So far about 48 have joined with us in this. 

For more information please contact us. Email address: Familycircus@agmd.org" Familycircus@agmd.org.
 
We pray that you will continue to hold us up in prayer and support as we remain involved in doing our Father's work.

Please Note:

	Enjoy a visit to our new web site - www.familycircuscm.org.


	If you would like to share this information with friends, please forward this message or encourage them to email us at familycircus@agmd.org to join the list. We enjoy hearing from all our friends. 


	Click on the following link if you can help us financially in ministering to the King’s Kids:


http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html" http://www.familycircuscm.org/html/donations.html


For the King and His kids!
Darrell and Sandy Blatchley
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